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fe leather Conditions

weather data for the Fishiuneiillow Creck-bBenton lake areas
is obtained from the office of the County Agent in Chotean, Cone
ditions for the peried are muwmrized below: :
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Gauge readings are roceived each month from the office of the
Croonfields Irrigation District in mairfield,

no water at Bonton lake except a very small streanm:
at the north end which normally dries up during the sumer, it

of the »efuce a stock watering tank has been dug,
being filled by undexground seepage, 4 windmill end gasoline
pagp at the north end supplements the flow of water fyom the
streanm to provide water for stook in that area,




Water elovation changes at ishiun and ¥illow Creek reservoirs
are sumarized bolow; : ‘
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e WILDLIFE

There has been little opportunity for observations of wilde

- life at these refuges in recent yoars, They were visited wriefly
during the period, however, and soiw observations ware mnday ;
. Ab Piehlun very few wetorfoul were seen, The most eormon
birds theve during the week Jume 6 % June 18 were longebilled
curlows and white pelicens, A few mallards, pintails and sedwalls
were soon at the lower end of the reservoir, Ons brood of mallamds
was seen in the outlet cansl below the dam amd another in a small
pothola, :

La srobably not-avesgeasel, Shash i L100Se sy heins et 44
8 o is 800d nesting cover

adjacent to the reservoir, There is bdetter nesting cover around

s of the potholes on the enseront area below the remervolr,

A% Willow Creek, Camadn geese, Mallards, pintaila, gadwalls
mum-sumﬁmnmmiumﬁ. lng-,binoaow-
lows and white pelicens wore quite cowmon, ;
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Thare iz fairly good nesting cover on about 180 acres at
the southwest commer of Villow Creek Refuge, This mesting ares
ins been fenced off and it {s balisved that more birds will nest
there mxt gbason. Three ar four broods of dusks were seon en
the reservoir near the mesting avea but they were tco far sway
to identify, \

: Both Pishiun and willow Oreck Refuges seem $o be mowe
dimportant as nesting areas during migration then as nesting op
breeding grownvis,

Ho waterfowl were secen at Benton Lake, but one hoood 5f
ducks along the oresk was reported by one of the raschors in
the vicinity of the refugs, Several of the ranchers have re-
ported seeing antelope on the refuze ot various times during the
past yeary Seven were reporfed by one rencher, Yule drer asre
seon fulrly often, but arve not mumerous,

III, RIMGE DEVIZLOPHEND AD MATNT:NANCE

One and one-half riles of fence was constyucted to exclude
cattle from the nesting wrea at Villow Creck., Steel poste, cedar
poate and the frames fron en old Jack fonce were used s extending
along either side of the nesting area from the boundary fenco imto
the reservolrs Inasmmoh as the reservoir has & sloping shoreline
and the weter level in the reserveir varies gsonsiderably, 1% will
probably be neeessary %o later fenco off the lower end jof the
nesting aves %0 give 1% full protection from grazing eatile,

IV, HOONOMIC USE

Ae Zisgkun end villow Cneck
Graging at Pishion end “fllow Creek is controlled bv the

Greenfields Irrigation Distriet at Fairfield,

‘% Ieaton lake

Six pormits were issued durdng the peried for &razing on
Undt 1-G for a total of 393 head of cattle, not to exéeed 1,481
Alii*s, mummmmrm'wmnnmmlm
pernits on the outside uuits, totaling 1,964 Ai's, Oue ageioule
ture permit 1z in offect, -

- Five permits were issusd for harvesting a total of spproze
imately 110 tons of lay,



Ve FUBRLIC RELATIONS

Fishing is pemitdod on Plshiun and ¥illow Creak Refuzesn,
subjsct to federal and state rezulations, Iittle information

is availatle eoncerning the ampunt of fishing on these rezere
voiras or the sizs and ohnraster of the fish population,

It 15 quite poseibls that a publie relations problen will
develop at these two refuses, There is an inoreasing amount of
agitation on $he pawt of sportgmen to legalize the use of hoats
oo the megervoirs, The use of boats is at present prohidited by
federal regulation,
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